
Welcome 

Every year our club allocates scholarship money from our fundraising efforts for the deserving 

scholar/athletes from our program.  

Tonight, we honor those players for their accomplishments. 

We will start with our training program. 

Formally known as the Training Scholarship, The Chris Thorsheim Training Scholarship is now 

awarded in memory of Chris, a former Coach and Training Chair for the Board whose passion 

was soccer training. In addition to Chris’ contributions, his family has dedicated countless 

hours of volunteer time to our program and the Memorial Day tournament.  

These Scholarships are awarded to players who are dedicated to learning the sport and 

trying to improve and master their skills. Their dedication to learning the sport helped them 

grow into the person they are today – on and off the field. These players are self-motivated, 

are receptive to their trainer’s feedback, apply what they learn at games, and encourage and 

support development with their teammates. These players enjoy learning the sport and they 

bring that enjoyment to practices and games. 

To be accepted for this one-time honor award, the player must be a: 

 Freshman-Junior yr. High School Student (Does not have to be Manalapan HS)  
·           Member of MSC team, provided there is a team available at the skill level they play   
·           Must have a "B" or better average in their high school career  
·           Must be participating or have participated in soccer at the high school level 
·           And of course, higher level classes and program will be acknowledged  

  



As you hear your name, I ask that you please come up front. I will share some of 

the highlights of your accomplishments and your parents can take pictures. 

 

Let’s us begin with a young player who is a current MSC Referee, Bryan 

Rolzhausen. 

Bryan is a current Freshman at Manalapan HS where he was the starting Goalie on 

the Freshman team. He has maintained a 3.99 GPA and looks forward to training in 

preparation for High School try outs next season. Bryan also enjoys refereeing for 

Manalapan Soccer Club. A highlight for Bryan was when he was nominated to 

represent MSC and train in Marlborough, MA with Bayern Munich. 

Congratulations Bryan! 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Our next recipient is a member of the MSC Xtreme, Ella Gemellero. 

Ella is a current Sophomore at Manalapan HS where she plays on the soccer, 

basketball and lacrosse teams. She has maintained a 4.50 GPA and looks forward 

every year to volunteer for the Memorial Day Tournament and the Annual 

Thanksgiving Food Drive. Ella is also involved with the SOAR Basketball program, 

Little Laxers and Swim with Friends. 

Congratulations Ella! 

__________________________________________________________ 

This next player is a current member of the MSC Liberty, Jacklyn Gold. 

Jacklyn is a current Sophomore at MARLBORO HS where she plays soccer. She has 

maintained a 4.55 GPA and has taken several Honors courses. She also finds time 

to help coach the 2015 players at practice. Outside of soccer, Jacklyn has logged 

many, many hours of volunteer time.   

Congratulations, Jacklyn! 

___________________________________________________________________ 



And our final recipient is a current member of MSC Braves 06B, Jacob Rosenfeld.  

Jacob is a current Sophomore at Manalapan HS where he participates in both 

Soccer and Track & Field. He has maintained a 4.79 GPA and is involved in Student 

Government. Jacob has been involved within our Club in our Junior Trainer 

Program for past 2 spring seasons. Jacob also spends time volunteering with MSC 

winter training, Just4Kixs, the Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and the Blessing 

Brigade of NJ. 

Congratulations Jacob!  

**Unfortunately, Jacob cannot make it this evening but let’s all give him a round of 

applause. ** 

  



We now going to move onto our Senior Awards. 

It is always thrilling to watch our youngest players grow into high achieving 

students and High School Varsity athletes. That is why our Scholarship Award Night 

has always been so special. The players being honored tonight have exemplified 

what it means to be a Scholar/Athlete. 

To be accepted for an award, the player must be a: 

• Senior High School Student (Does not have to be Manalapan HS)  

• Member of MSC team, provided that there is a team available at the skill 
level they play  

• Must have a "B" or better average in their high school career  

• Higher level classes and program will be acknowledged and reviewed by the 
scholarship committee. 

• Must be participating or have participated in soccer at the high school level 
 

All of these Senior Scholarships are awarded to players who find the balance 

between school, soccer and volunteering. They understand that each of these 

are important. They have taken the time to develop the skills – like time 

management, planning and proactiveness - which makes the players better in 

their everyday lives. In addition, these players demonstrate determination, 

patience, and respect, leaving a positive influence on their community. Finally, 

they are ideal teammates, coachable players and well-rounded.  

Like our training award winners, as you hear your name, I ask that you please 

come up front. I will share some of the highlights of your accomplishments and 

then your parents can take pictures. 

It is now my great honor to introduce to you the winners from the graduating Class 

of 2022. 

Let’s begin with our Senior General Scholarship winners. 

 

 

 



 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 

“Manalapan Soccer gave me friends and coaches who I will be close with for the 

rest of my life. I met some of my best friends through this program.” 

 

Drew Gross 

Drew played in our club for the MSC Nitro and later for the Revolution. At 

Manalapan HS, he enjoyed 2 years Varsity soccer and was named Captain his 

senior year. Drew is also a certified referee. Academically, Drew has a grade point 

average of 4.01 and is a member of the National Honor Society. He volunteers with 

S.O.A.R and Challenger Sports Program as a volunteer coach/buddy. He also 

volunteered as a fundraiser for the First Annual Steve Kern Family Pancreatic 

Cancer Golf Tournament. 

Drew will be attending the University of Tennessee and will be studying Business 

Management and Entrepreneurship. 

Congratulations Drew! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 

“One reason I was extremely impacted by this club was because of the coaches 

and staff I had by my side. They taught me how to play the game but be an even 

better player on and off the field.”   

 

Tiana Ramirez 

Tiana played in our club for the MSC Blast and Sting. She continued into High 

School playing 4 years as a Varsity player on the Manalapan Braves. Tiana is a 

member of the National Honor Society, has excelled in Advanced Placement 

classes and has a GPA of 4.21. She also finds time to volunteer her time to projects 

like The Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and has a part time job. 

Tiana will be attending Marist in the Fall and will be a member of their Division 1 

Women’s Soccer Team. 

Congratulations, Tiana. 

__________________________________________________________ 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, “It 

also helped me develop a level of patience and understand that it can take a lot 

of practice to become the best I could be.”   

Gabriella Muccio 

Gabby played in our club for the MSC Blast and Sting. She continued into High 

School playing 2 years as a Varsity player on the Manalapan Braves. Gabby is a 

member of the National Honor Society, has excelled in multiple Advanced 

Placement classes and has a GPA of 4.36. She also finds time to volunteer her time 

to projects like The Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive, mentoring children with 

special needs and has a part time job. 

Gabby will be attending Penn State- Harrisburg in the Fall, studying speech 

pathology and will be a member of their Women’s Soccer Team. 

Congratulations, Gabby. 

 



 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 

“This recreational soccer league has bought countless cherished memories and 

has readied me for a future that I can enjoy.”   

Frank Somma 

Frank plays in our 3M Recreational League on the Manalapan Patriots. He also is a 

two-time Varsity athlete on the Manalapan HS Track and Field team. Frank is a 

member of the National Honor Society, has excelled in multiple Advanced 

Placement classes and has a GPA of 4.817.  

Frank will be attending Rutgers University in the Fall and will be studying 

Astrophysics. 

Congratulations, Frank. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  



Our Next group of awards are our Memorial Scholarships. We will start with the 

Mike Confessore Scholarship. 

The Mike Confessore Scholarship is in honor of Mike, who sadly lost his life while 

helping a friend in 2013. He started off as a parent on the sidelines, but when 

asked if he could help coach one of his children’s recreational soccer teams, Mike 

eagerly took on the role. He was a huge supporter of town sports for over 20 

years. Mike worked countless hours at every Memorial Day Tournament and 

kept asking “what else do you need me to do?” The Mike Confessore Scholarship 

is awarded to a player who values and supports town-based community 

volunteering, plays in our program and is always willing to help. 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 

“The Manalapan Soccer Club helped prepare me for the future because it taught 

me life skills. For example, it taught me how to be a leader.”   

Aidan Derby 

Aidan has continuously played in our club since U5 and currently plays on the MSC 

Elite. He is a two-time Varsity athlete on the Manalapan HS Soccer team. Aidan is a 

member of the National Honor Society and has a GPA of 3.93. He has volunteered 

at a local Senior Living Facility and enjoyed cheering up the residents. In addition, 

Aidan is gives back to the club by volunteering with our rec soccer program and he 

also volunteers with the Challenger Program. 

Aidan will be attending Seton Hall University in the Fall and will be studying 

Secondary Education. 

Congratulations, Aidan. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Morgan Ball Scholarship is dedicated to a former Manalapan player who 

sadly passed away in 2008 from addiction. Morgan loved soccer and was an all-

around team player. She played 12 years for the Club on the Manalapan United 

and 4 years on the Manalapan High School varsity team, serving as captain for 2 

years. She had a love for life, loved her teammates and especially loved her 

family. Her passing was a significant loss for her family and for the soccer 

community. To remember Morgan, the Ball family started the 14 Chair Project 

and the Manalapan Soccer Club established this scholarship in her name. The 14 

Chair Project works with local artists to paint the chairs and raise money to help 

fund the scholarship which is awarded to exceptional female athletes at 

Manalapan High School. To honor Morgan and her family’s contributions to the 

Club, the Morgan Ball Scholarship is awarded to a player who demonstrates a 

love for the sport, is a leader on the field, has a dynamic energy and is an all-

around team player. 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 

“Through Manalapan Soccer Club I met some of my best friends, who I consider 

my family now. The whole Manalapan Pride Soccer team is a family. We respect 

each other, play for each other, always have a great time together and always 

have each other’s backs.”   

Faith Capolupo 

Faith Capolupo has been an all-around team player on the Manalapan Pride and 

has played her entire career in the club. She continued soccer into High School 

playing 3 years as a Varsity player on the Manalapan Braves. Faith is also a 4-year 

Varsity athlete on the Track & Field team, as well as it’s Captain. Faith is a member 

of the Law Enforcement and Public Safety Specialized Program, is a Captain of the 

program and has a GPA of 3.97. She also finds time to volunteer her time to 

projects like The Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive, the Memorial Day tournament 

and playing soccer with special needs children. 

Faith will be attending Rider University in the Fall and will be a member of their 

Division 1 Women’s Track & Field Team. 

Congratulations, Faith. 



 

The Tim Hanlon Scholarship is the first ever awarded scholarship by the 

Manalapan Soccer Club. It is in honor of Tim Hanlon, a former travel player and 

varsity high school player. Tim grew up playing soccer in Manalapan and 

tragically lost his life in a car accident the summer after his high school 

graduation in 1992. While playing for the Club, Tim was coached by Rich Spector, 

another long-standing member of the Club. The Tim Hanlon Scholarship is 

awarded to a player who is dedicated to the sport of soccer and excels in their 

community. 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, “I 

am forever grateful for the deep impact the Manalapan Soccer Club has had on 

my life and I am excited to carry on the family tradition and become a coach one 

day.”   

James Bruno 

Jimmy Bruno has been a legacy player in Manalapan Soccer Club. Coming from a 

family that helped found this club, Jimmy learned a lot about volunteerism and 

developed a deep love for the community. A former member of the MSC 

Revolution and referee, Jimmy moved on to become a 4-year Varsity player and 

Captain for the Manalapan HS Braves earning Shore Conference honors, All-State 

player status and was named a team MVP.  Jimmy is a member of the Law 

Enforcement and Public Safety Specialized Program, is a Captain of the program, 

has taken multiple AP and college level courses and has a GPA of 4.12. He also 

finds time to volunteer his time to projects like The Annual Thanksgiving Food 

Drive, the Memorial Day tournament, SOAR basketball and soccer, and is a Peer 

Buddy. 

Jimmy will be attending William Paterson University in the Fall and will be a 

member of their Men’s Soccer Team. 

Congratulations, Jimmy. 

 

 



MSC Senior Referee Scholarship 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated,  
 “As I progressed through my career, from recreational soccer to club soccer to 

high school soccer, I have always possessed a true passion and appreciation for 

the game and for the Manalapan Soccer Club which I am honored and grateful to 

represent.”   

Dylan Williams 

Dylan plays on the MSC Elite. He also is a Varsity athlete on the Colts Neck HS 

Soccer team. Dylan is a member of the Colts Neck Law and Public Service Learning 

Program, National Honor Society, Science and Math National Honor Societies, 

Junior Statesman of America, Model United Nations and photography club. In 

addition, Dylan has excelled in multiple Advanced Placement classes, is an AP 

Scholar and has a GPA of 5.27. Dylan also volunteers his time at the WCWMA 

Martial Arts as an instructor and has given back to the community through the 

Barn for the Poorest of the Poor Program.  

 

Dylan will be attending Georgetown University in the Fall and will be studying 

Finance. 

 

Congratulations, Dylan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Richard Spector Scholarship is in honor of a founding member of the 

Manalapan Soccer Club, Richard Spector, who passed away in 2019. Rich 

dedicated his life to his family and his love of sports. In 1977, Rich saw a need in 

our community to formalize a club for children to play soccer. He helped create 

the Manalapan Soccer Club which gave the children of our community an 

organization that focused on teaching, developing and playing the sport of 

soccer. During his time, he coached, was on the Board of Directors and 

volunteered at the Memorial Day Tournament. He loved our Club and program 

so much that he continued to volunteer at the Tournament, long after his 

children grew up and graduated from the program. When he passed in 2019, the 

Club lost not only a founding member, but a friend. The Rich Spector Scholarship 

is dedicated to a player who considers the Club as family, is the ultimate team 

player and actively participates in Club sponsored events. 

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 
“With this in mind, being part of Manalapan Soccer Club has positively impacted 
my life by providing outlets for community service alongside helping me form 
relationships with countless people and taking part in the sport I love.”   
 

Courtney Butash 

Courtney played on and for multiple teams such as the MSC Pride, Blast, Sting, 

Mayhem, G-Force and Fury. She is also a 4-year Varsity athlete on Manalapan HS 

Braves Soccer, Basketball and Track & Field Teams as well as a captain on all. 

Courtney is a member of the Science and Engineering Specialized Learning 

Program, National Honor Society, Math Honor Society, Science Olympiad Team, 

and is an S & E Ambassador. In addition, Courtney has excelled in multiple 

Advanced Placement classes, is an AP Scholar with Distinction, has a GPA of 5.41 

and is ranked #2 in her class. Moreover, Courtney finds time to volunteer for the 

Thanksgiving Food Drive, as a basketball assistant coach, at the Memorial Day 

Tournament and with Rally Caps. 

Courtney will be attending Duke University in the Fall and will be studying 

Biomedical Engineering. 

Congratulations, Courtney. 



The Presidential Scholarship is awarded to a player who represents what the 

Manalapan Soccer Club embodies – a love of the sport and giving back to the 

community. This player has the most fundamental values – natural leader on the 

field, respected, focused on the impact of what they can do and demonstrates a 

good balance between school, soccer and community service. Finally, this player 

loves Manalapan and this program. This player is a constant, visible volunteer at 

Club sponsored events, brings enthusiasm and positively represents the 

Manalapan Soccer Club brand. They believe in the Club’s mission and go above 

and beyond to support the Club in its initiatives. They want to see the program 

succeed and they spend time doing what they can to support it.  

When asked how MSC positively impacted your life, this scholar/athlete stated, 
“Manalapan Soccer has played an important role in helping me to become who I 
am today. I know that my involvement as part of a team and more importantly 
part of the whole soccer club has made me a better person. I have learned to 
coordinate with others, make friends and be a part of something bigger than just 
myself.”   

Jacob Chozick 

Jake has been a life-long MSC club player, most recently playing for the MSC 

Revolution and the MSC 3M Patriots. He has been fully immersed in Manalapan 

Soccer Club as his soccer career included a little bit of everything our club has to 

offer- from our youth recreation program, travel program, our referee program to 

our Senior Recreation program. In addition, Jake used his skills as a captain of the 

Morganville First Aid Squad to volunteer at our Memorial Day tournament in the 

medical tent.  Jake is a member of the Academy of Allied Health and Science and 

maintains a 96.45 GPA.  While attending Allied, Jake was also involved at 

Manalapan HS as a Captain of the JV Soccer team and part of the Leadership team 

of the Marching Band. As mentioned before, Jake also is a volunteer with the 

Morganville First Aid and Rescue Squad and also volunteers at CentraState 

Hospital.    

Jake will be attending University of South Carolina’s Honors College in the Fall and 

will be studying Cardiovascular technology. 

Congratulations, Jake. 


